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THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
August 20, 1994

The Regents of the University of New Mexico held a special meeting on Saturday, August
20, 1994, in the Roberts Room of Scholes Hall. A copy of the public notice of the
meeting is on file in the Office of the President.
Regents Present:
Arthur D. Melendres, President
Penny Taylor Rembe, Vice President
Barbara G. Brazil, Secretary/Treasurer
Roberta Cooper Ramo
C. Gene Samberson

•

Regents Participating Via Telephone Conference:
J.E. (Gene) Gallegos
Siegfried S. Hecker
Also Present:
Don Burge, President, Staff Council
Bel Campbell, President, Faculty Senate
Members of the Administration, the media and others
Absent:
University President Richard E. Peck
Cici Aragon, President, Graduate Student Association
Wayne Davenport, President, UNM Foundation, Inc.
Alberto Solis, President, Associated Students of UNM
Marty Wilson, President, Alumni Association

*******
Regent President Arthur D. Melendres called the meeting to order at 1:08 p.m. Regents
J.E. (Gene) Gallegos and Siegfried S. Hecker verified their participation via telephone
conference.
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*******
EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING A LIMITED PERSONNEL MATTER, PURSUANT TO
SECTION 10-15-1.H.(2), NMSA, 1978

•

The Board met in Executive Session prior to the Open Meeting on a limited personnel
matter, pursuant to Section 1O-15-1.H.(2), NMSA, 1978. The regents hereby attest that
the matter discussed in the closed meeting was limited only to the discussion of a limited
personnel matter.

*******
Regent President Melendres stated that at the August 9, 1994, Board meeting, it was
suggested that it would be important and beneficial if the regents received information
about the University, the regents and UNM President Richard E. Peck. He said the
regents had received written and oral communications over the past few days and had met
with various constituencies at the Executive Session earlier in the day.

*******
UNM PRESIDENT RICHARD E. PECK'S SALARY FOR FISCAL YEAR 1994-95
The Board is required to set the salary for the president of the University. Regent
President Melendres moved that President Peck's salary for fiscal year 1994-95 be set at
$165, 000, plus the other provisions that are in his current contract. Regent Barbara G.
Brazil seconded the motion.
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Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously approved.
Motion carried.

*******
UNM PRESIDENT RICHARD E. PECK'S CONTRACT

Regent Hecker moved to extend President Peck's contract for an additional 5-year term
beginning July 1, 1995. He said although there are some concerns about Dr. Peck's
leadership of UNM, the input the regents received over the past week has been
overwhelmingly positive. Dr. Hecker said he was very impressed by the enthusiastic
support the President has received from the University as well as from the outside
community, adding that it was especially gratifying to see such strong support for the
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outstanding job President Peck has done in the past four years. Regent Hecker stated that
at a time when many campuses across the nation are either in turmoil or dire financial
straits, UNM has risen from the despair it was in 5 or 6 years ago. He believes the
University has moved forward in the quality of its education, research and scholarly
activity and has become a greater resource for the citizens of the state of New Mexico.
Dr. Hecker enthusiastically supports the President for another 5-year term and challenged
the University community and all of its constituents to rally around Dr. Peck and continue
to move the institution to its greatness, thereby serving the citizens of New Mexico with
distinction.
Regent Brazil seconded the motion. She said that her participation to delay this decision
at the August 9, 1994 meeting, was never intended as any kind of discredit to President
Peck's leadership of UNM. Regent Brazil said she strongly supports the President as she
did several weeks ago.
Regent C. Gene Samberson said that when the regents searched for a University President
four years ago,they were looking for a candidate who could move UNM to the next level.
He believes President Peck has done that. He believes the University has made substantial
progress and is beginning to see the benefits of Dr. Peck's leadership.
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Regent Gallegos indicated it had been extremely valuable for him to have the information
and comments submitted to the regents and is impressed with the interest to make the
_ University a better place. He believes that in contrast to other institutions, UNM is in a
good state of affairs and continues to improve under Dr. Peck's leadership. He said it
would have been a disservice to the President and to all of the constituencies who are
interested in the University not to have made available the opportunity for input.
Regent Penny Taylor Rembe complimented President Peck on his significant
improvements and achievements at the University. She said the President's strong
leadership has been vital to the development of UNM as the University of the Americas.
She acknowledged Dr. Peck for his willingness to travel around the state and participate
in the Health Sciences Town Meetings, as a commitment to the strengthening of the
University Hospital, UNM Medical School and the Health Sciences Center.
Regent Roberta Cooper Ramo said President Peck has been very responsive to the role of
leading a university that is multicultural and diverse in nature. She also complimented
the President for supporting the excellent people who were here when he came to UNM
and for adding first-rate people as he has had an opportunity to fill positions at both the
deans' level and the upper administrative level.
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Regent President Melendres said President Peck had done an exceptional job as president
and has been a very positive image for UNM. He believes the President will continue to
provide outstanding leadership for the University. He stated that Dr. Peck is committed
to implementing the Regents' Visions and Goals and updating UNM 2000. Regent
President Melendres added that the President intends to make an even more aggressive
effort to recruit highly-qualified minority students, faculty, staff and administrators so that
the overall enrollment and level of participation at UNM will more closely mirror the
demographics of New Mexico.
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Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously approved.
Motion carried.

*******
CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS WITH PRESIDENT PECK

Regent Ramo moved that the President of the Board of Regents negotiate the new contract
with Dr. Peck in its details and then report back to the Board. Regent Samberson
seconded the motion.
Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimollsly.
Motion carried.

•

*******
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 1:25
p.m.

*******
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APPROVED:

ATTEST:'" '

~~
Secretary-Treasurer
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